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KHPA Board Appoints Andrew Allison as Executive Director
Appointment Subject to Senate Confirmation

(TOPEKA) — The Kansas Health Policy Authority Boémdmally appointed Dr. Andrew Allison, PhD, as the
next Executive Director of the Agency. Allison Haeen serving as Acting Executive Director sinceeJurHis
appointment for the permanent job is subject tdiooation by the Kansas Senate.

Today’s vote came near the end of the Board’s drimuwaday strategic planning retreat. This yea€geat
focused on how KHPA should respond and adapt tattite’s changing fiscal and economic conditiossyaell
as what role the agency should play in developiatgsealth policy in the future.

“We're really dealing with an entirely differentidscape than we were just a year ago,” Allison. s&idnsas is
in the midst of a recession that is different frany other recession in modern times. That's puttiegendous
strain on state finances, which is reflected inlihdget cuts that the legislature enacted this yWaralso have
new political leadership in the governor’s offieveell as the Kansas House. And we have a new
administration in Washington that is making healine one of its top priorities. The landscape Inanged and
so will the way we do business.”

Established in 2005, KHPA administers the statatslip health insurance programs: Medicaid; Healthiédya
which includes the State Children’s Health InsueaRcogram (SCHIP); MediKan; the State Employee tHeal
Plan; and the State Self-Insurance Fund which adtens workers compensation insurance for statd®mees.
Certain non-medical programs under Medicaid, iniclgehursing home care and Home and Community Based
Services (HCBS waivers) are still administered theoagencies. The authority is governed by a nieeiber
board whose members are appointed by the govenadegislative leaders.

The statute establishing KHPA also requires the@@geoordinating a statewide health policy agethda t
incorporates effective purchasing and administratiith health promotion strategies.
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During the two-day retreat, KHPA Board members dlagdagency would continue developing health policy
recommendations for the legislature. But givendiia¢e’s economic and fiscal condition, they satdr
recommendations will focus more heavily on heattbnmotion, disease prevention, and policy changaiswiil
improve efficiencies and reduce expenses. The Balaolexpressed its desire to strengthen collalberat
relationships with other state health agenciesgtwernor’s office and the legislature.

“We feel very fortunate to have Dr. Allison leaditige agency during this time of transition,” saiHRA Board
Chairman Joe Tilghman. “He brings a tremendous amailknowledge and experience to the job. As Maidic
Director over the last few years, he’s also denmatet his ability to manage a very large and comptegram,
and to really transform it in ways that make it mefficient and more accountable.”

Allison, 42, began working at KHPA in December 2@35the Deputy Director. He took on the additioné
of State Medicaid Director in November 2006. Beflmiaing KHPA, he spent six years at the KansasltHea
Institute as a researcher and Director of Healtte Eanance and Organization. His research focusethgly
on the effectiveness, availability and cost of treedre and health insurance in Kansas. He worked a
Medicaid budget analyst at the Office of Managenagnt Budget in Washington, D.C., from 1992-95 palowg
staff support to President Clinton’s health caferra effort and reviewing comprehensive statewidalth care
reform waiver applications. He has a bachelor'seeg history from Oklahoma Baptist Universitypaster’s
degree in public policy from Duke University, and@ctorate in economics from Vanderbilt University.
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